










1884 Chapel N In 1884, the year of the first organized pilgrimage to 

Auriesville, this little chapel was built. It housed a small altar where the first 

Masses on the rediscovered site of Ossernenon were celebrated. The first 

Mass here was celebrated in this tiny chapel on the Feast of the Assumtion, 

1885.4,000 people attended. Restoration of the chapel was donated by of 

the Knights of Columbus. 

1. Martyrs Chapel & Saint Kateri Chapel NBuilt in 1894, these two chapels 

house the Tabernacle, relics & Our Lady of Foy. This chapel dedicated to the 

North American Martyrs was the second chapel constructed at the Shrine. 

Built in 1894, it was left open all around to permit throngs of pilgrims to 

hear Mass from the surrounding lawn. It served the Shrine until 1930 when 

the Coliseum was built. In 1894, it was renovated and renamed The Chapel 

of Our Lady of Martyrs. Also added was the Chapel of Saint Kateri 

Tekakwitha. In the Saint Kateri Chapel, the set of windows behind a small 

altar offers a wonderful view of the Mohawk Valley. The intimate setting of 

the Chapel is home to weekly Adoration and Blessed Sacrament, special 

programs, as well as individual visits. 

The names of both chapels adorn the front of the building. 

3. Coliseum NBuilt in 1930, the Coliseum can accommodate 10,000. Most 

importantly it is rich in symbolism. The amphitheatre structure reminds 

us of the Romas Martyr? who died for their faith. Circular like the 

Roman Coliseum, its 72 doors recall the 72 the disciples. The 12 main 

aisles number the 12 apostles. 

The triple circle of windows and the cruciform arrangement of four altars 

reflect the incensation of the offerings of bread and wine in the Liturgy. 

The stockade forming the cluster of altars mirrors the PALISADES that 

enclosed the Mohawk village of Ossernenon. 
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