
                Serve Christ and Reign 
                                                                                                                                             Christi crux mea lux:  

Dear Friends of Padre Pio 

Academy, 

 

 As we rapidly approach 

Holy Week, when we 

commemorate the events in the life 

of our Lord which brought about 

our salvation, it is often very 

profitable to reflect upon how 

those closest to our Lord were 

affected by seeing Him crucified 

and risen from the dead. What was 

St. Peter thinking as he saw the 

Risen Lord for the first time 

knowing he had denied Him three 

times? What joy did St. John 

experience when he realized the 

significance of the empty tomb, to 

which he ran after St. Mary 

Magdalen announced the Lord’s 

resurrection to the apostles? Most 

especially, what joy our Lady must 

have experienced when her Son, 

now risen, appeared to her for the 

first time. 

  

 Blessed John Henry 

Newman, in a very meditation on 

the loneliness which our Lord 

endured during His passion, also 

speaks about the sufferings our 

Lady endured in being separated 

from her beloved Son. This 

passage, speaking of the second 

separation our Lady had to endure 

after our Lord’s ascension is 

particularly beautiful and worth 

reflecting on: 

I see her too after His ascension. 

This, too, is a time of 

bereavement, but still of 

consolation. It was still a twilight 

time, but not a time of grief. The 

Lord was absent, but He was not 

on earth, He was not in suffering. 

Death had no power over Him. 

And He came to her day by day in 

the Blessed Sacrifice. I see the 

Blessed Mary at Mass, and St. 

John celebrating. She is waiting 

for the moment of her Son's 

Presence: now she converses with 

Him in the sacred rite; and what 

shall I say now? She receives Him, 

to whom once she gave birth. 

O Holy Mother, stand by me now 

at Mass time, when Christ comes 

to me, as thou didst minister to 

Thy infant Lord—as Thou didst 

hang upon His words when He 

grew up, as Thou wast found 

under His cross. Stand by me, 

Holy Mother, that I may gain 

somewhat of thy purity, thy 

innocence, thy faith, and He may 

be the one object of my love and 

my adoration, as He was of thine. 

  

 My prayers for a blessed 

Holy Week and a joyous Easter 

celebration! 

God bless, 

 

Msgr. Byrnes 
 

Words From the Principal 
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  The cross of Christ is my light. 
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Lent: 

The Call to Repentance 

  

 

  

           We all know what we are supposed to do during Lent, but do we know 

the reason why we do penance?  The purpose of the season of Lent may be 

compared to the purpose for which a garden is pruned.  During Lent, our souls 

are being pruned and prepared for the magnificent feast of Easter, which 

symbolizes mankind's Redemption.  Our Lord redeemed us from sin and thus 

we must cast off sin and all the vices attached to it if we are to be partakers in 

the Resurrection of Christ. If we are truly disposed, the grace of God will help 

us root out the vices that have crept into our souls.  Little by little, these vices 

will die and then we may begin to again nurture within our souls the roots of 

virtue.  The prayer and penance we perform during this penitential season will 

cause these virtues to blossom like gorgeous flowers within our souls.  Thus, 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are essential for the transformation of our souls 

into beautiful gardens in which our Lord might find pleasure in walking 

through at Easter time. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

"I looked for one that would comfort 

Me, and I found none." 

 

 

 

 
 



 

  

      

 

What is your full name and birthday? 

My name is Nicholas Anthony Gardner and my birthday is August 15th. 

 

Where did you and your family grow up? 

I grew up in Idaho with my three older brothers and two older sisters. 

 

When did you decide to become a teacher and why did you choose this field? What 

motivates you? 

My first assignment was in Nicholville, where I first started to teach. I loved it; it is 

beautiful to see souls grasp concepts and wake up. 

 

What is your favorite subject to teach? Why? 

Religion is my favorite subject to teach because it forms a student's whole life. 

 

What is your view on having laughter and an enjoyable learning atmosphere in the 

classroom? 

I believe that laughter and an enjoyable learning atmosphere are useful tools for attention 

keeping. 

 

Do you have any type of special system for evaluating student work? What do you like 

to see most from your students regarding their work/school? 

I want careful work, study, and methodical problem-solving—I want to see formation of the 

intellect. 

 

What do you like most about being a teacher? 

I like seeing the growth of the students and observing them grow through their studies. It is 

great to watch them develop into the men and women they are called to be. 

 

What is your favorite quote? 

"Ama Deum et face quod vis", which translates, "Love God and do what you will.” 

 

What advice do you have for students? 

Realize that education is your responsibility and make it your own. Don't study for a grade 

or test, but for your life. 

 

 

Interview: 

Father Nicholas Gardner 



                                                                                                                                     Msgr. James Byrnes' Induction in the SSPX  

 

     Although December 8
th

 

has no significance in the 

secular calendar, the day 

has a threefold importance 

in the Liturgical year.  

Firstly, it is the feast of Our 

Lady of the Immaculate 

Conception, Patroness of 

the United States of 

America. Secondly, she is 

also the Patroness of the 

Society of Saint Pius X.  

Finally, this feast day has 

been chosen as the day on 

which priests and 

seminarians make their 

engagements to the 

Society.   

      

     An engagement in the 

Society of St. Pius X is a 

special promise in which 

one officially becomes a 

member of the priestly 

society and promises to 

remain in the Society for a 

certain amount of time.  It 

is not a vow, but it is a very 

solemn promise that would 

be a sin to break, for the 

cleric promises in front of 

the open tabernacle, that is, 

directly to Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that he will remain 

in the Society for the 

amount of time specified. 

Most seminarians and 

newly ordained priests 

make a one or three year 

promise, but after a certain 

amount of time most 

priests make a  

perpetual engagement,  

meaning that they dedicate 

their entire life and 

vocation to advancing the 

worthy work of the SSPX.        

     For the parishioners of 

Christ the King Parish and 

the students of St. Padre Pio 

Academy, December 8
th

 

was particularly special as 

it saw the first engagement 

of Msgr. Byrnes to the 

Society.  Besides the fact 

that we should be thankful 

to God for another priest 

for the Society, this event 

should remind us of the 

twofold purpose for which 

Archbishop Marcel 

Lefebvre founded the 

SSPX.  The first purpose 

was to “restore all things in 

Christ.”  The second 

reason, which is often 

overlooked, was to serve as 

a refuge for priests who 

could not in good 

conscience go along with 

the changes implemented 

by Rome.  Let us pray for 

the strength and 

perseverance of our priests 

and may God grant all 

priests, who are weary of 

the wreckage brought about 

by the Second Vatican 

Council, a place of refuge 

and peace in the Society of 

Saint Pius X. 

~Nicholas Bafundo, 2017 

 

 

 



                 

  
Interview:  

Miss Angelica Mendes 

What is your full name and birthday? 

My name is Angelica Rose Bernadette Mendes, and I was born on July 17, 1993. 

 

Where did you and your family grow up? 

I grew up in Seymour and New Milford, Connecticut. 

 

When did you decide to become a teacher and why did you choose this field? What motivates you? 

After completing college and receiving my Associates degree in fine arts, I wanted to help at a SSPX school and teach art. I was later 

asked to teach in Padre Pio’s high school and became the administrator.  I have always been motivated by the example of our Lady 

and her sacrificial love for all mankind. In addition, my love for children and the eagerness to teach them something new and 

beautiful, is a source of constant motivation. 

 

What are some of your favorite recreational activities, hobbies, or interests? 

I enjoy art, in particular painting, drawing, and photography, horseback riding, and hiking. 

 

What are your favorite subjects to teach? Why? 

 I love Algebra because it reminds me of solving a puzzle. I enjoy teaching art because I love giving students something new and 

beautiful that I have a passion for. 

 

What is your view on having laughter and an enjoyable learning atmosphere in the classroom? 

I think it is important for students to enjoy learning and to smile and laugh.  

 

Do you have any type of special system for evaluating student work/What do you like to see most from your students 

regarding their work/school? 

I evaluate work based on participation, conduct, attentiveness in class, and effort (which is very important!).  

 

What do you like most about being a teacher? 

I love being around the students and helping them open their eyes to new and beautiful things. It is a joy showing them how 

wonderful our good God is through everything they learn and enabling them to see the blessings that surround them in our small 

parish school. 

 

What is your favorite quote? 

Our Lady of Fatima said to the three children on July 13, 1917, "In our age, souls fall into hell like snowflakes falling, because there 

is no one to pray for them." This should be a reminder to us to sacrifice our daily crosses, small and big, for the many souls who will 

perish for all eternity if we do not pray for them. 

 

What advice do you have for students? 

Pray, sacrifice, and smile through times of great joy and sorrow. As our Lady said, pray the Rosary every day so that many souls 

might be saved. Our Lord especially hears the prayers of little children, so go to him and trust in His Divine goodness. He will guide 

you through life and home to heaven, but only if you follow in the footsteps of our Savior and give yourself completely to the service 

of your God and King. "May His holy will be done and not ours." 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

The Servants of 
Mary Renewed their 

Promises on the 
Feast of the 
Purification 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Blessing of Throats on 

the Feast of St. Blaise 



  

 

 
 

Senior Class Trip Bake Sale Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

RECESS FUN 



   

      
 

 

Interview: 

Mrs. Susan McCotter 

What is your full name and birthday? 

My name is Susan McCotter and I was born on November 22. 

 

Where did you and your family grow up? 

I grew up in Long Island with my three sisters and one brother. 

 

When did you decide to become a teacher and why did you choose this field? What motivates you? 

I never really chose teaching; it just happened. Even before college, I found myself teaching. Not 

academics of any level, but projects and programs to all different ages. While I was in Long Island, I 

taught first Communion to kindergarten through second grade for several years. 

 

What are some of your favorite recreational activities, hobbies, or interests? 

When I was in school and college, I was involved in basketball and gymnastics. As an adult, I found 

myself training people and their dogs all levels of obedience (while I competed with my own dogs). 

 

What is your favorite subject to teach? Why? 

Besides training dogs, I love teaching my kids to read. It is very exciting and rewarding to open up the 

world of reading to them; you can go anywhere and meet everyone from the past and your imagination 

right in your own living room! 

 

What is your view on having laughter and an enjoyable learning atmosphere in the classroom? 

I love an enjoyable, smiling atmosphere. With the K's it happens all the time, but they also have to learn 

how to "relax just so far and no more," otherwise learning stops. The most fun is finding the right balance. 

I'm sure that's true through all the grades, but especially to the younger students in kindergarten. I love it. 

 

Do you have any type of special system for evaluating student work? What do you like to see most 

from your students regarding their work/school? 

I like to see effort, sincere effort. That, to me, has more value than a one-hundred percent that was 

obtained without effort. 

 

What do you like most about being a teacher? 

My students. I think I am the luckiest teacher in the whole school. I love the looks on their faces when 

they find themselves reading all by themselves! Wow! 

 

What is your favorite quote? 

“Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of good will.” Luke 2:14 

 

What advice do you have for students? 

Appreciate your parents, your church, and your school. God loves you very much to have given you all 

this. I suspect He expects you to make the most of all this. There are millions of souls who are a lot 

less fortunate. 

 



 

 

  

Servants of Mary Bazaar 

St. Valentine's Day Article 

 The Annual Servants of Mary Winter Bazaar was held in the 

beginning of December.  There was a variety of goods for sale, such as 

crocheted hats, homemade candles, tree decorations, and much more.  In 

addition, there was a table where many divine baked goods were being 

sold.  The hard work of the Servants of Mary brought in a grand total of 

$1,203.75.  We would like to thank all those who supported us, and send 

out a special thank you to Miss Hardwick and Miss Goodwin for all their 

hard work and support. 

 

Molly Koulik, 2019 

 

  

As young children, we are told many stories of saints and martyrs.  

One of my favorite martyrs in particular is Saint Valentine.  He lived under 

the rule of Emperor Claudius II who commanded, under pain of death, that his 

people adore twelve false gods that he had chosen.  Many of his subjects were 

loyal Catholics who would not abandon their faith and their beliefs; one of 

them was Saint Valentine.  He was eventually arrested, and while awaiting 

death in prison he was asked by the jail master to teach a man's daughter who 

had been born blind.  This sweet young girl’s name was Julia.  Valentine 

taught her about the faith and a few days before he died a miracle happened.  

They were speaking of our Lord and she told Valentine, "I do truly believe in 

this Faith."  Suddenly a light appeared inside the room and her blindness was 

cured.  On February 14, 270 A.D., Saint Valentine was put to death.  The 

evening before, he wrote a letter to Julia telling her to keep her Faith and 

signed it “From your Valentine.”  This is how our secular tradition of showing 

our love and affection for others by giving each other Valentines on February 

14 began. 

 

Amanda Mulhern, 2016 

 

 



 

   

Answers to Last Issue's Trivia 

Questions: 
 

 

ENGLISH:                             FUN: 

1. Down                                 1. Baseball 

2. Fast                                    2. Sherlock Holmes 

4. Sad 

5. Go                                      GEOGRAPHY: 

6. Old                                     1. France 

7. Close                                  2. Japan 

 

MATH: 

1. 22 

2. True 

3. 13 

4. 143 

 

 

 

Announcements/Upcoming Events: 

 

March 4th:  First Friday 

 

March 5th:  First Saturday 

 

March 7th:  National Latin Exam 

 

March 16 th: National Religion Exam (8th and 12th grades) 

 

Match 19th:  Feast of St. Joseph 

 

March 20th:  Palm Sunday 

 

March 21st - April 1st:  Easter Vacation 

 

March 24th:  Holy Thursday 

 

March 25th:  Good Friday 

 

March 26th:  Holy Saturday   

 

March 27th:  Easter Sunday   

 

April 1st:  First Friday 

 

April 2nd:  First Saturday 

 

Please Remember These Prayer Intentions: 

 

 The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 The sick in our Parish and our families 

 Retreatants  

 Unity and Sanctity of Catholic Families 

 All of our Benefactors 

        

If you wish to have any prayer intentions published in this 

newspaper, please submit them to the newspaper staff.  

Thank you! 

 



  Coloring Contest Winners  
 

 

 
 

By:  Thaddeus Bafundo, 2025 

By:  Julianna Giglio, 2025 

St. Padre Pio Chess Club 

The chess club is an organization founded by Mr. Provost but run by the 

president, Anthony Ranieri, vice president, Joseph Steenhuisen, and secretary, 

Nicholas Bafundo. Each meeting starts off with a prayer and then the secretary’s 

report. After that comes the president’s report followed by the coach’s report. 

When that is finished, the boys are paired by rank to play against each other. In 

the chess club, winning and losing does not matter. If you won, you found a good 

strategy. If you lost, you found your mistakes and you know what not to do next 

time you play. Each player received a booklet in which they can record their 

games to analyze them. Hopefully the chess club teaches the boys to win 

tournaments and bring home medals. 

 

Joseph Steenhuisen, 2020 



 

 

 
 

St. Padre Pio Academy 

209 Tackora Trail 

Ridgefield, CT 06776 
(203) 431-0201 

 

Visit Us At:  sspxridgefield.com 

Trivia Corner: 

(Each question answered correctly is worth one point!) 

 

1)  Who won the Revolutionary War? 

 

2)  How many crusades were there? 

 

3)  What is the capital of Russia? 

 

4)  In what country was Columbus born? 

 

5)  How many bones are in the human body? 

 

6)  Name at least three South American countries. 

 

7)  What are the seven continents? 

 

8)  Who won the super bowl 2016? 

 

9)  What is the English translation for the Latin phrase on the 

picture p. 2? 

 

Riddle: 

 

1)  A man leaves home and turns left three times, only to return 

home facing two men wearing masks. Who are those two men? 
 

Important Notice! 

Answer the Trivia Questions and earn points.  The student with the 

most points at the end of the school year wins a grand prize! 

Submit your answers to any of the newspaper staff. 

 

 

Thanks and Gratitude: 
     The newspaper staff would first like 
to thank its reader for their attention in 
reading this third edition of Serve Christ 
and Reign. 
     We would also like to extend our 
gratitude to all those who gave their 
time for interviews, to those who 
contributed to the newspaper by 
writing articles or submitting pictures,  
to the St. Ignatius Retreat House, our 
publisher, and finally, to the Principal of 
St. Padre Pio Academy, Monsignor 
James Byrnes.   

Concluding Thoughts: 
      

    With the publication of this third edition of Serve Christ and Reign, 

we would like to extend to you our prayerful wishes for a holy and 

fruitful Lent! 

      

     Easter is rapidly approaching and it will bring with it a true peace 

and joy.  By preparing ourselves now during this season of Lent, and 

by submitting ourselves entirely to the Will of God we can truly 

become properly disposed to receive these gifts at Easter time.   

 

     We hope that you enjoyed this third issue of St. Padre Pio 

Academy's Newspaper.  May God bless you! 

 
-The St. Padre Pio Academy Newspaper Staff (SPPA Newspaper Staff) 

 

 

The Newspaper Staff 
 
Typist:  Amanda Mulhern (12th Grade) 

Editor:  Nicholas Bafundo (11th Grade) 

Formatting/Design:  Catherine Mendes (12th Grade) 

 


