
 
the consideration of His Mercy and Goodness; that so you may be raised to a 
firm hope that He will be propitious to you for the sake of Jesus Christ, your 
Redeemer. This hope, according to the same Council, is the second step in the 
sinner’s conversion to God; and it is the second also in his preparation for 
Christmas. God has revealed to us, in the book of Ecclesiasticus (ii. 9), that this 
is the sure way of escaping His severe judgments, and of drawing down upon us 
the consoling effects of His mercy: “Ye that fear the Lord,” He says, “hope in 
Him, and mercy shall come to you for your delight.” May “the God of hope,” 
therefore, from the riches of His mercy and goodness infuse bountifully into 
your souls this necessary, this saving virtue; “that you may abound in hope, and 
in the power of the Holy Ghost.”  
 
Our hope should be firm, because the goodness, power, and promises of God 
leave no room for the least diffidence. And hence St. Paul calls this virtue: “The 
anchor of the soul, sure and firm” (Heb. vi. 19); it being impossible that God 
should want either the power, or the will, to assist them that trust in Him; or, 
that He should be untrue to His promises. 
 
Our hope must also be unlimited; that is, we should hope for ALL that we need, 
both for soul and body — we should hope for eternal happiness, and for all the 
means necessary for obtaining it, if only, on our part, we will do what God 
requires from us. And nothing should make us lose our confidence in God. “For 
He hath said: I will not leave thee; neither will I forsake thee: So that we may 
confidently say The Lord is my helper.” (Heb. xiii. 5, 6.) And He positively 
assures us that “He will not suffer us to be tempted above that which we are 
able” (to resist); “but that He will make with temptation issue, that we may be 
able to bear it.” (1 Cor. x. 13.) He declares, indeed, that “the hope of the wicked 
shall perish “ (Prov. x. 28); but this is to be understood of such only, as will not 
have recourse to His mercy.  
 
Examine whether your hope is such as it ought to be. Is it not weak and 
languishing? When attacked by temptations, or oppressed with 
misfortunes, do you not immediately, “lose confidence,” and become 
dejected and “sorrowful, even as others who have no hope”? (1 Thes. iv. 
12.) By commanding you to pray for salvation, for help in temptations, for 
pardon, for daily bread, and for all that you  need, God thereby engages Himself 
to grant these things; and He will grant them, according to His repeated 
promises, if you pray with an entire confidence in Him, grounding that 
confidence on His infinite goodness and promises, through the infinite merits of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Never fail, therefore, to have immediate recourse to God, with a firm and 
unlimited hope, in your difficulties. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
On The Virtue of Hope. 

by The Rev. John Perry 
 
 
DURING the time of Advent, we have to prepare ourselves for worthily and 
profitably celebrating the approaching Festival of Christmas, wherein we 
commemorate the first coming of our blessed Lord, when, in quality of our 
Redeemer, He came “to seek and to save the sheep that are lost of the house 
of Israel.” 
 
 We must fear God. To guide and assist us in this preparation, the Church 
directs our attention, on the First Sunday of Advent, to the terrible judgments 
of God, which, at the last day, or the second coming of Christ, will be 
executed severely and eternally upon impenitent sinners: “Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” (Mt. xxv. 41.) And thus we are led to the fear 
of God, which, according to the Council of Trent, is the first step in the 
sinner’s conversion to God.  And it is the first step also in his preparation for 
Christmas. 
 
But, on this Second Sunday of Advent, it would seem to be the intention of 
the Church to lead you on, through this salutary fear of God’s judgments, to  
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
  Sanctuary Lamps: Church – Vallerie family   
                               Chapel – Helene Krizek  
 

 
Ø The members of the Servants of Mary would like to thank 

everyone who worked so hard to make last week's Christmas 
Bazaar such a success.  So many parishioners contributed 
beautiful crafts, artwork and baked goods, and countless hours 
were generously spent making items to sell, publicizing the event, 
and setting up and working at the bazaar.  The girls have 
arranged for a Mass to be said for the intentions of all those who 
contributed to the effort. 
 

Ø Bazaar items for sale after both Masses today.  
 

Ø Priests’ Retreat: Fr. Wegner, the District Superior, will be 
preaching a retreat for priests this week here at the Retreat 
House. Please keep all of the priests in your prayers. 

 
Ø Christmas Novena cards will be available in the church 

basement after both Masses on December 9 and 16.  A reminder 
these cards are placed on the altar for 9 consecutive days and 
those names are especially remembered during the Masses. 

 
Ø Holy Name Society - Christ the King’s Chapter is welcoming new 

members and is open to all men of the parish.  The obligations are 
few and some are already of precept anyway.  Briefly, these 
obligations are: To keep holy the Name of God; To avoid 
blasphemy, perjury, profane and indecent language; To sanctify 
Sunday; To attend regularly the meetings and devotional 
exercises of the Holy Name Society including receiving 
Communion as a group on the second Sunday of the 
month. During the year guest speakers are invited at the 
meetings.  So join us in revering God’s Holy Name, as required 
by the Third Commandment, and benefit from the many prayers 
of fellow members and the many indulgences granted to members 
as well as the many activities.  Those wishing to join should 
express their interest to one of the officers or members or the 
Fathers.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

December 9 – December16, 2018 
   
Sunday, Dec.  9          SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
            7:00 AM      Low Mass 
 9:00 AM                High Mass 
 
                                                                                                                                                                              
Monday, Dec. 10        De Feria/St. Melchiades, Pope 
            7:15 AM                 Low Mass 
          11:15 AM                 Low Mass 
 
 
 Tuesday, Dec. 11       St. Damasus, Pope                                        
            7:15 AM         Low Mass 
          11:15 AM                Low Mass 
 
         
Wednesday Dec. 12    Our Lady of Guadalupe                   
             7:15 AM               Low Mass 
           11:15 AM               Low Mass 
            
 
 Thursday, Dec. 13     St. Lucy, Virgin  
             7:15 AM                Low Mass  
          11:15AM                Sung Mass  
                 
                       
Friday, Dec. 14          De Feria        
          7:15 AM                  Low Mass  
        11:15 AM                  Low Mass 
 
                   
Saturday,  Dec.15     Our Lady on Saturday   
          7:15 AM   Low Mass 
           
                                       
Sunday, Dec. 16          THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
           7:00 AM                  Low Mass 
           9:00 AM                  High Mass 
 
 
 


