
 
 
Each one of us has it in his power to benefit, or to harm his neighbor; to be the 
occasion of the salvation or ruin of souls, redeemed by the Precious Blood of 
Jesus. It teaches us, that each one, however illiterate he may be, can become a 
powerful champion or a dangerous enemy of the Church. He may assist her in 
the glorious work of saving souls, and he may render her efforts useless. If the 
bright light of his example shines before men, they will see her good works; 
they will enter into themselves, and prejudices against the Church will be 
dispelled. They will examine her claims, and surrender themselves to her, and 
thus he has helped to save his brother's soul. Or he may lead a scandalous life, 
and thus confirm men in their prejudices against the Church, cause her to be 
despised and persecuted and paralyze her efforts for the salvation of souls. His 
brother will live and die in unbelief; his soul is lost, and that bad Catholic is 
responsible before God for the loss of that immortal soul. 
 
If we are to cooperate in this grand work of saving souls, how are we to do it? 
In the simplest manner, by letting the bright light of our example shine before 
men that they may glorify our Father Who is in Heaven.              
Good example is more powerful than mere learned words; it makes an 
impression where words would be thrown away, and speaks to those whom our 
words could never reach. Men must see us whether we will or not. If our 
conduct is correct in every detail, they will notice it, and respect us for it; if, on 
the contrary, it is scandalous, they will be shocked and treat us with the 
contempt which we so richly deserve. In either case, our religion will gain or 
suffer; men ordinarily judge the tree by its fruit, and the impression exists, that 
religion is intimately connected with our moral conduct; religion is the tree 
which bears the fruit of our works.                
 
We cannot change men's ways of thinking, and it matters little whether a man 
loses his soul logically or illogically, but it is of great importance to us that we 
be not the cause or occasion of his ruin. It may be very true, that men cannot 
plead a valid excuse for their unbelief; it may be true that they lose their souls 
through their own fault; but if through our disedifying conduct, we have 
confirmed them in their prejudices against the Church, and thus prevented them 
from examining her claims, how terrible will not our responsibility be, in the 
sight of God? It is a dreadful thing to be obliged to answer to Almighty God for 
a single soul, lost through our fault 
 
 If then, my friends, we love the Church of which through the great mercy of 
God we have the happiness to be members; if we love the precious souls for 
whom Jesus Christ died upon the Cross; if we would not see reprobates rising 
up against us on the day of judgment, accusing us of their eternal ruin; if we 
would not have God himself on that dreadful day demand the blood of those 
unfortunate reprobates at our hands, let us strive to live so that we may never be 
a stumbling block to anyone. 
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The Influence of Example 
Fr. Edward Jones 

"Be you therefore perfect, as also your Heavenly Father is perfect."Matt. 5, 48 
 
 
 
It is generally asserted that the world today is governed by public opinion. Men 
of science and of literature, men of deep religious convictions, tell us that public 
opinion is created by the press. There is undoubtedly much truth in this 
assertion, but it does not contain the whole truth, for there is another power that 
generates public opinion far more effectively than the press and that is simply, 
"example." 
 
Good or bad example exercises an almost unlimited sway over the minds of 
men. It reaches where the literature of the press cannot. It exercises its influence 
over the educated and uneducated alike. It is a matter of daily experience in the 
higher and lower circles of society and when brought to bear upon the religious 
and moral element of man's life, produces the most surprising effects. The most 
profound religious convictions are often completely undermined by the bad 
example of those among whom men live. And they who were once indifferent to 
matters of religion, are not infrequently led to think seriously on the subject, and 
end by gaining the Church through the edifying conduct of those by whom they 
are surrounded. Thus it happens, that the example we see brings forth results 
which other means would have failed to produce. 
 
 



 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Ø Sanctuary Lamps: Church – Kristin Ann Mendola  
                                   Chapel – Donna Wine  

 
Ø Sun., Apr. 23 – Altar and Rosary Society exchange of statues 

and meeting after the 9 am mass. 
 

Ø Next Sunday the second collection will be for vocations.  This 
collection is used to support seminarians and religious novices 
and postulants. 

 
Ø May 8 – 13 – Men’s Ignatian Retreat 

 
Ø Confirmations - May 21st.  Anyone outside the Padre Pio 

Academy and the Sunday catechism classes wishing to be 
confirmed must register with the Retreat House ASAP. 
 

Ø Msgr. Byrnes and Fr. Sulzen will be on their annual retreat. 
Kindly include them, and all of those priests, in your prayers this 
week. 

 
Ø The latest issue of The Angelus is on Luther. Five hundred years 

of Protestant revolution, and fifty years of post-conciliar 
modernism reveal the need of our resistance. Please order from 
the bookstore.  

 
Ø Sweepstakes – ST. PADRE PIO ACADEMY is conducting a 

fundraiser Sweepstakes beginning today and ending on June 4. 
Grand Prize: $3,000, 2nd Prize $1,500, 3rd Prize: $500. The 
drawing will take place on Pentecost at our Parish Day after the 
9:00 am Mass.  

Our goal: $20,000 
 
How you can help: 
 

• Purchase ticket(s) in the vestibule 
• Sell tickets to your family and friends 
• Enter online: sspxridgefield.com 

 
SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

                      Sunday, April 23 - April 30, 2017 
 
               
Sunday, Apr. 23           LOW SUNDAY 
           7:00 AM                 Low Mass 
           9:00 AM                 High Mass        
                                                       
 Monday, Apr. 24        St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Martyr            
           7:15 AM                 Low Mass  
         11:30 AM                 Low Mass 
          
Tuesday, Apr. 25          Greater Litanies/St. Mark 
           7:15 AM                 Low Mass 
         11:30 AM                 Low Mass 
 
Wednesday, Apr. 26     
           7:15 AM             Sts. Cletus and Marcellinus, Popes 
         11:30 AM             Low Mass 
                         NO 6:20 PM Mass               
                                                                             
Thursday, Apr. 27       St. Peter Canisius/Confessorr 
           7:15 AM                 Low Mass 
         11:30 AM                 Low Mass 
            6:00 PM                 Rosary and Benediction 
       
Friday, Apr. 28            St. Paul of the Cross, Confessor                              
           7:15 AM                Low Mass 
           
Saturday, Apr.29         St. Peter of Verona, Martyr 
           7:15 AM                Low Mass 
         11:30 AM                Low Mass 
              
Sunday, Apr. 30           2nd SUNDAY AFTER EASTER  
           7:00 AM                 Low Mass            
           9:00 AM                 High Mass   
 
        
              

       


